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ENERGY  FOR  CDAY  AND  SLADISLAW 

E . O . 12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  PGOV  ECON  ENRG  EPET  BL 

SUBJECT:  ONE  KILLED  IN  INTERNAL  BORDER  DISPUTE:  GOB  BLAMES 
PREFECT 

IQ.  One  protester  was  killed  and  up  to  twenty  wounded  by 
police  and  military  guards  in  an  internal  border  conflict 
that  turned  violent  on  April  17  in  the  Chaco,  southern 
Bolivia.  The  Great  Chaco  province  of  Tarija  began  a strike 
on  April  16,  demanding  that  the  government  resolve  various 
issues,  including  defining  the  boundaries  between  two 
provinces.  The  boundary  definition  will  impact  provincial 
revenues  from  the  hydrocarbons  sector,  as  it  will  determine 
which  province  contains  one  of  the  largest  gas  reserves  of 
the  country,  Margarita.  The  Great  Chaco  demanded  that  the 
GOB  recuse  Prefect  Mario  Cossio  from  making  the  border 
decision,  due  to  alleged  bias,  and  entrust  the  decision  to 
the  Potosi  Prefect  Mario  Virreira.  When  protesters  attempted 
to  take  over  the  Transredes  natural  gas  facilities  that 
supply  gas  to  Tarija  and  Argentina,  police  and  military 
guards  intervened  with  tear  gas  and  bullets.  Minister  of 
Government  Alfredo  Rada  claimed  that  orders  had  only  been 
given  to  use  rubber  bullets,  and  Vice  President  Alvaro  Garcia 
Linera  faulted  Tarija  Prefect  Mario  Cossio  for  failing  to 
resolve  the  border  dispute.  The  GOB  decided  on  April  18  to 
recuse  Cossio. 

J_2 . Comment:  In  this  battle  over  hydrocarbons  resources, 
protesters  have  once  more  forced  the  hand  of  the  GOB  into 
acquiescing  to  unreasonable  demands  that  go  against 
established  procedures  and  regulations.  In  this  case,  the 
demands  seem  to  serve  the  GOB  interest  of  wresting  power  away 
from  opposition  Prefect  Mario  Cossio.  End  comment. 
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